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initiating sheikh, however, be widely known personally, the
diplomas he issues will be honored even if they contain
only his own name, properly certified, with no genealogy
appended. In case of an obscure sheikh a diploma without
concatenation would not be recognized, at least in places
where the bearer was a stranger. Khaltfies who can trace
their pedigrees back to some common spiritual ancestor
take pleasure in a bond of special affinity. Naturally,
the nobility of a given pedigree is enhanced by the in-
clusion therein of names high in the aristocracy of saint-
hood.1
We have noticed that in some orders the hereditary prin-
ciple governs the succession to the office of sheikh. This may
hold true not only of the head of the order, but of sheikhs
presiding over tekkehs and even of unattached khalffies.
The office is inherited from a fattier or brother. But even
here the essence of the "ways/* winch none is supposed to en-
ter without full consecration to the spiritual life, is regarded
as the real determinative force. In the last analysis it would
appear that a hereditary claim must bo endorsed by a spirit-
ual fitness or become in validated. It would be interesting
to inquire how far this principle is practically observed. I
am glad to testify that one of my fellah workmen in Pal-
estine, though in the direct natural line of succession as
khaltfy, was refused initiation on the ground that he was
too worldly. The synthesis of natural and spiritual descent
is also illustrated by hereditary dervish sheikhs, descendants,
presumably, of some great saint though not attached to any
order. Such holy men are found among the Rubin, Beda-
win and at Deir-esh-Sheikh near Wady Ismail,3 We may
add that there are also many humble dervishes, belonging
to no order, who, as Baldensperger quaintly says, "have
their secret direet from God" and so "belong to God's
order."3 Here, of course, there is no natural heredity.
*A diploma granted to Sir Richard Burton when ho was Initiated
into the order of the Qadirfyeh in given, in facsimile tniziHlation, as an
appendix to his work, "A Pilgrimage to Meeeah and Mcdinah."
51 See Baldensperger?$ article (op. cit.)t pp. 35, 30.
p. 38.

